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IN  MEMORY  OF  MY  MOTHER 


Sweet  thought  of  our  dear  Mother  come, 

In  memories  fond  and  true; 

For  oft'  we  think  of  her  and  home 
And  things  she  used  to  do; 

And  as  we  ponder  thus  it  seems. 

When  all  is  said  and  done, 

Those  were  of  all  the  sweetest  dreams 
That  we  have  ever  known. 

When  illness  came  into  the  home, 

"Twas  Mother  that  was  there; 

Her  gentle  hand  upon  our  head 
And  in  her  heart  a  prayer, 

Quite  often  from  the  Book  she  read, 
The  one  she  held  most  dear, 

And  then  she'd  tuck  us  into  bed, 

And  tell  us,  "God  is  Near”. 

Whenever  Mother  went  away, 

Home  did  not  seem  like  home, 

And  how  we  counted  every  day, 

Till  she  again  would  come; 

And  when  she  stepped  inside  the  door, 

With  kind  and  loving  smile, 

That  lonely  place  was  home  once  more 
And  life  again  worth  while. 

Sometimes  at  eve  when  we  were  gone 
And  the  hour  was  growing  late, 

She  still  would  have  a  dim  light  on 
And  there  would  calmly  wait, 

Her  eyelids  would  not  close  in  sleep, 
Though  tired  she  had  been, 

She  fondly  listened  for  each  step, 
Until  we  all  were  in. 

Carnations  pink,  were  our  delight 
When  Mother’s  Day  was  here. 

But  we  have  changed  them  for  the  white, 

In  sorrow  and  in  tears; 

But  since  she's  gone  to  heav'n  so  fair 
Away  from  grief  and  sin, 

We  some  how  feel  she's  watching  there, 

"Until  we  all  are  in". 


Written  by 


Salome  Roberts 


Foreword 


This  genealogy  was  compiled  by  Elizabeth  Sprunger  Yaggy,  Elaine  Roberts 
Oyer,  Aldo  Sprunger,  and  typewritten  for  printing  by  Mary  Breece  Sprunger 
and  Ruthann  Sprunger.  Some  records  were  not  as  complete  as  we  should  have 
wished  them,  but  we  have  tried  our  best  to  give  you  the  main  facts  concern¬ 
ing  each  family  listed. 

The  data  for  the  genealogy  of  the  Christian  J.  and  Marianne  A.  Sprunger 
Family  has  been  gathered  from  many  sources,  such  as  the  little  birthday 
book  kept  by  our  parents  with  names  listed  according  to  their  spelling, 
Memory  Books,  Obituaries,  previous  records,  such  as  resulted  in  manuscript 
only  in  1940,  when  Eva  Sprunger  started  a  complete  history  of  all  the 
Sprungers,  but  was  deterred  when  the  World  War  II  broke  out,  as  some 
Sprungers  still  in  Switzerland  could  not  be  contacted  readily.  Of  importance 
was  the  "Sprunger  Record  of  1890"  in  German,  which  listed  this  family  down 
to  the  tenth  member.  Also  the  "First  Hundred  Years  in  Berne"  proved  help¬ 
ful,  but  most  of  all  your  faithful  response  in  filling  out  the  forms  sent 
you,  has  made  this  history  possible.  Your  help  has  been  greatly  appreciated 

ANCESTORS  AS  RECORDED  IN  GERMAN  SPRUNGER  BOOK 


Eldest  Sprunger  known: 

Peter  Sprunger-born  Nov.  1757,  in  Canton  Bern,  Switzerland. 

He  married  Anna  Rothlischberger .  He  was  a  member  of  the  Reformed  Church, 
but  later  joined  the  Mennonite  Church  of  which  he  was  chosen  pastor  and 
elder,  in  which  capacity  he  served  faithfully  until  his  death  on  September 


17,  l84o. 

His  son,  Johannas  born  Mar.  10,  1793 

died  May  1,  1853 
Married  Barbara  Lehman 

Their  son 

Johannas  Sprunger  II 

born  Nov.  9,  1824 
died  May  24,  1912 
also  married  a  Barbara  Lehman 

Their  son-Christian  J.  Sprunger 
born  Aug.  29,  1849 
died  Feb.  21,  1918 


(These  two  last 
Dec.  5,  1872) 


Peter  Jr.  (also  son  of  the  above) 
born  Aug.  21,  1786 
died  Sept.  21,  1869 
married  Elizabeth  Amstutz 

Their  son 

Abraham  B.  Sprunger 
born  Oct.  7,  1819 
died  Aug.  2,  1896 
Married  Elizabeth  Zurcher 

Their  daughter 

Marianne  A.  Sprunger 
born  Dec.  6,  1854 
died  Feb.  17,  1912 

were  married  on 


named,  subjects  of  this  history, 


"ONE  GENERATION  SHALL  PRAISE  THY  WORKS  TO  ANOTHER,  AND  SHALL  DECLARE 

THY  MIGHTY  ACTS."  Psalm  145:4 
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. 


Christian  J.  Sprunger  was  born  in  Canton  Bern,  Switzerland  and  his 
wife,  Marianne  was  born  in  Berne,  Indiana.  They  lived  in  the  Berne  area 
until  1884  when  they  moved  to  Reno  County,  Kansas.  This  stay  in  Kansas 
was  regarded  beneficial  by  the  growing  family,  as  it  provided  wider  hori¬ 
zons  and  experiences.  In  the  spring  of  1891  they  returned  to  Berne  for 
three  more  years,  then  moved  to  Woodburn,  Indiana  for  the  remainder  of 
their  life. 

Father  Sprunger  loved  people  and  was  a  good  mixer.  He  also  loved 
music  and  played  a  fife-flute,  accordian  and  harmonica.  He  bought  a 
"roller-organ”  the  rolls  of  which  produced  lovely  strains  by  Beethoven, 
Mozart  and  other  classics  that  were  thus  made  familiar  to  the  children. 
Both  parents  were  especially  happy  when  the  family  gathered  around  the 
piano  for  singing,  at  which  time  gems  from  the  Mennonite  Hymnal  were  in¬ 
cluded.  The  Berne  Community  had  early  used  the  choral  classics  by  Hadyn, 
Handel,  Beethoven  and  Bortniansky,  and  thus  they  developed  a  love  for 
that  type  of  music* 

Mother  Sprunger  was  of  a  cheerful  disposition  and  very  courageous 
in  the  rearing  of  the  large  family.  In  her  youth  she  sang  solos  in  her 
church  as  they  presented  choral  renditions. 

They  gave  their  children  every  possible  opportunity  for  an  education, 
five  of  them  having  followed  the  teaching  profession. 

Both  were  devout  Christians.  Next  to  the  Bible,  they  prized  devo¬ 
tional  books  by  Andrew  Murray,  F.  B.  Meyer,  George  Mueller,  G.  Campbell 
Morgan,  D.  L.  Moody,  Dr.  R.  A.  Torrey,  Dr.  J.  Wilbur  Chapman  and  other 
stalwarts  in  the  faith.  Their  chief  concern  was  that  their  posterity 
would  "follow  in  their  train”  and  might  find  Eternal  Life  and  Happiness. 

Both  were  members  of  the  Mennonite  Church  until  around  the  turn  of 
the  century  when  they  became  Charter  members  of  the  Woodburn  Missionary 
Church • 
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1.  Christian  J.  Sprunger  was  born  August  29,  1849  and  died  Feb.  21,  19 16. 
His  wife,  Marianne  A.  Sprunger,  was  born  Dec.  6,  1854  and  died  February 
17,  1912. 

.  They  were  married  on  Dec.  5,  1872 
To  this  union  were  born: 


2-1. 

Leonita  Sprunger 

— 

born 

Sept. 

27, 

1873; 

died 

Nov. 

20, 

1876 

2-2. 

Edwin  Sprunger 

— 

born 

Dec. 

14, 

1874; 

died 

Nov. 

10, 

1937 

2-3. 

Josie  Sprunger-Imbach 

— 

born 

June 

19, 

1876; 

died 

Mar. 

26, 

1933 

2-4. 

Salome  Sprunger-Roberts 

— 

born 

Jan. 

10, 

1878; 

died 

Aug. 

13, 

1956 

2-5. 

Frederick  J.  Sprunger 

— 

born 

March 

31, 

1880 ; 

died 

Apr. 

25, 

1944 

2-6. 

Huston  C .  Sprunger 

— 

born 

Feb. 

15, 

1882; 

died 

Feb. 

7, 

1943 

2-7. 

Franklin  A .  Sprunger 

— 

born 

Jan. 

4, 

1884 

2-8. 

Alberta  Sprunger-Tornlinson 

— 

born 

July 

4, 

1886 

2-9. 

Alvin  A.  Sprunger 

— 

born 

Oct. 

29, 

1888 ; 

died 

July 

21, 

1926 

2-10. 

Elizabeth  Sprunger- Yaggy 

— 

born 

Jan. 

10, 

1891 

2-11. 

Elan  E.  Sprunger 

— 

born 

Mar. 

17, 

1893; 

died 

June 

20, 

1951 

2-12. 

Aldo  E.  Sprunger 

— 

born 

Dec  • 

14, 

1896 

2-13. 

Loretta  Leonora 

— 

born 

July 

8, 

1899; 

died 

Oct. 

1, 

1899 

Leonita,  their  firstborn  child,  was  a  rosy-cheeked  and  bright  child 
of  three  when  she  became  very  ill  with  spasmodic  croup  of  which  she  died. 
The  doctor  could  not  be  located  at  the  crucial  moment. 


The  youngest : 

Loretta  Leonora  was  only  around  three  months  when,  to  quote  Mother 
Sprunger,  "The  angels  came  for  little  Loretta  in  the  night.”  Her  words 
and  attitude  made  a  deep  impression  on  the  sisters  and  brothers,  and 
chased  the  gloom. 
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EDWIN  SPRUNGER  -  born  Dec.  l4,  1874;  died  Nov.  10,  1937;  married 

on  Oct.  21,  1899  to  Ida  Myers  who  was  born 
Dec.  25,  l88l  and  died  Sept.  11,  1905. 

*  Edwin  was  secretary-treasurer  of  the  Woodburn  Missionary  Church 
for  11  years,  and  trustee  for  13  years.  He  played  clarinet  in 
the  church  orchestra  and  in  the  Woodburn  Cornet  Band.  He  had 
a  fine  tenor  voice,  which  he  used  to  the  glory  of  God.  He  was 
letter  carrier  for  Route#2  for  32  years.  As  a  side  line,  he 
raised  fancy  poultry  and  won  many  prizes,  most  of  them  "blue- 
ribbons"  which  had  all  been  faithfully  preserved  by  his  wife, 
Sarah,  and  are  now  in  Myron's  home.  He  also  did  photography 
on  quite  a  scale.  He  wrote  poems  for  his  mail-route  patrons 
at  Christmas,  which  pleased  them  greatly.  He  also  was  a  sign 
painter-and  some  artistic  scenery  on  canvas  are  also  well 
remembered,  and  preserved.  He  married  Sarah  Rupp  on  July  30, 
1910  at  Archbold,  Ohio,  who  died  July  20,  1956. 

3-1.  Myron  A.  -  born  Mar.  l4,  1902;  married  Sept.  1,  1955  to 

Mildred  M.  who  was  born  Mar.  20,  1922 

*Myron  resides  in  Columbia  City  all  these  years,  having 
operated  his  own  business,  a  hatchery  and  broiler  plant. 
Earlier  he  taught  school.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Whitley 
County  Men's  Chorus  and  also  a  male  quartette.  His 
instrument  is  the  clarinet.  They  are  members  of  the 
Methodist  Church. 

4-1.  Edwin  Arthur  -  born  May  2,  1958 

3-2.  Arlo  L.  -  born  Feb.  2,  1905;  married  Oct.  6,  1924  to 

Eva  McCreery 

*  Arlo  L.  Sprunger  was  born  in  Woodburn,  Indiana.  He  sang 
well  as  a  child  and  developed  a  fine  tenor  voice.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  male  quartette  which  won  honors  for 
the  Woodburn  High  School;  he  having  taken  the  yodeling 
role  which  got  them  first  place  in  the  contest.  Later 
he  was  tenor  soloist  for  a  Cleveland  Church.  He  had 
many  friends  and  was  of  an  affectionate  disposition. 

He  served  in  the  Army  for  a  time,  being  stationed  in 
Texas.  Later  he  managed  hatcheries  in  Hartford  City 
and  in  Van  Wert.  He  lost  his  mother  when  only  7  months 
old  and  he,  with  his  father  and  brother  Myron,  lived 
with  his  grandparents,  C.  J.  and  Marianne  Sprunger  and 
family,  for  a  period  of  5  years.  Some  songs  he  sang 
often  were,  -  "Confidence"  by  Homer  Rodeheaver  and 
"Tell  Mother  I'll  be  There".  This  being  before  the 
day  of  records,  there  is  no  recording  of  his  voice. 

4-1.  James  Leighton  -  born  April  23,  1925;  died  Sept.  21, 

1957;  married  on  May  27,  1950  to 
Patricia  L.  who  was  born  Mar.  28, 
1928. 

*  Jim  attended  Delphos  Jefferson  High  School  and 
Bowling  Green  State  University.  He  served  in 
Navy  during  World  War  II.  He  worked  at  Lima 
Refinery-Standard  Oil.  He  sang  in  the  Lima  Choral 
Society  and  S.P.E.B.S.Q.S.A.  and  did  a  lot  of  work 
in  Lima. 
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5-1.  Sherra  Leigh  -  born  Oct.  26,  1951 
5-2.  James  Arlo  -  born  June  1,  1955 

4-2.  Ronald  Leon  -  born  Mar.  24,  1926 


Arlo  was  married  to  Pearl  Massey  on  November  27, 


1928.  'H-  ^ 


4-3*  Norval  M.  -  born  Aug.  12,  1931 


4-4.  David  A.  -  born  Sept.  10,  1934;  married  Sept.  17,  1955 

to  Joan  Yvonne  Laurent  who  was  born 
March  25,  1937. 

*David  was  born  in  Blackford  County,  Indiana, 
graduated  from  Monmouth  High  School,  Monmouth, 
Indiana.  For  the  past  five  years  he  has  been 
airport  manager  at  the  Kirsch  Municipal  Airport 
in  Sturgis,  Michigan.  David,  himself,  is  a 
licensed  pilot. 

5-1.  Bruce  Darrell  -born  March  12,  1956 
5-2.  Beth  Laurie  -born  March  30,  1957 
5-3.  Patricia  Joan  -born  Feb.  9,  I960 

4-5.  LeRoy  Clinton  -born  Aug.  8,  1936;  married  Aug.  11, 

1956  to  Sylvia  Rose  Schmidt  who  was 
born  July  2,  1938. 

*LeRoy  moved  to  Payne,  Ohio  from  Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 
He  is  employed  by  Clean  Wear  Service  Company  as  a 
truck  driver. 

5-1.  Faith  Lorraine  -born  Oct.  28,  1957 

2-3.  JOSIE  SPRUNGER  IMBACH  -  born  June  19,  1876;  died  Mar.  26,  1933; 

married  on  Jan.  3,  1902  to  Alfred  E.  Imbach 
who  was  born  Aug.  27,  1878  and  died  Feb. 

15,  1942. 

*  Josie,  being  an  apt  pupil  was  given  further  training  at 
Hutchinson,  Kansas  after  finishing  grade  school,  and  later 
studied  at  Leo,  Indiana.  She  taught  school  for  eight  years 
in  Woodburn  and  area.  She  was  a  Sunday-School  teacher  and  did 
programing  both  in  public  schools  and  Sunday  School  and  was 
especially  gifted  in  teaching  public  speaking.  She  was  a  real 
blessing  to  her  younger  brothers  and  sisters,  arranging  for 
Christmas  trees  and  gifts  when  her  parents  could  ill  afford 
luxuries.  She  was  the  smallest  of  the  family,  but  was  said  to 
be  "little  but  mighty”.  She  moved  west  with  her  family  in  1909 
and  there  witnessed  a  good  Christian  profession,  according  to 
her  pastor,  the  Rev.  John  E.  Lauby,  who  wrote  the  Sprunger 
Family  back  east  a  lovely  letter  concerning  her  faithfulness. 
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The  funeral  text  was,  ”She  hath  done  what  she  could”  MK.  l4:8.  Her  last 
letter  to  her  home  folks  was  written  right  after  the  Southern  California 
earth-quake,  two  weeks  to  the  very  hour,  before  her  death.  The  letter 
is  still  carefully  preserved  (10  pages  in  length,  with  a  word  picture  of 
the  severe  quake.) 

3-1.  Leona  Imbach-Shank  -  born  July  l6,  1902;  married  June  17,  1922  to 

Lewis  B.  Shank  who  was  born  on  May  3,  1901. 

* Leona  Albert  Shank  was  born  in  Woodburn,  Indiana.  Lewis  B.  Shank 
was  born  in  Audobon,  Iowa.  He  is  the  son  of  Andrew  Dennis  Hibbs 
and  Sarah  Clementine  Hibbs,and  assumed  stepfather's  name  at  the 
age  of  6  years. 

4-1.  Jacqueline  M.  Shank-Diskin-born  Mar.  13,  1925;  married 

on  Sept.  30,  1943  to 
William  Peter  Diskin. 

5-1 »  Janet  Lee  -  born  March  5,  1947 
5-2.  William  Peter-born  May  10,  1949 

3-2.  Robert  W.  Imbach  -  born  May  19,  1904;  married  on  Oct.  6,  1934 

to  Esther  G.  Yaggy  who  was  born  June  2,  1908. 

*Robert  Walton  Imbach  operates  a  service  station.  He  and 
his  wife,  the  former  Esther  Yaggy,  are  active  members  of 
the  Van  Nuys  Missionary  Church.  He  does  some  vocal  solos, 
with  his  wife  as  accompanist. 

4-1.  Esther  Roberta  Imbach  -  born  Sept.  17,  1935 

*Roberta  is  in  the  school  teaching  profession 

4-2.  Allen  E.  Imbach  -  born  March  11,  1938;  married  on 

Dec.  14,  1958  to  Donna  E.  Lamb  who 
was  born  April  29,  1932. 

*Allen  Edward  Imbach  is  a  professional  musician 
(trombone)  and  for  some  time  played  on  the 
Lawrence  Welk  show,  before  moving  to  Venice,  Calif. 

His  wife  is  a  native  of  Chicago. 

5-1.  Scott  Allen  -  born  Nov.  11,  1959 

3-3 •  Paul  Keith  -  born  Sept.  1905;  died  Oct.  1906 

3-4.  Glen  V.  -  born  Nov.  28,  1907;  died  Feb.  17,  1951;  married 

July  1,  1934  to  Jean  Pender  Barr  who  was  born 
Sept.  14,  1911. 

Glenmore  Victor  Imbach  was  born  in  Fort  Wayne,  Indiana. 

He  is  buried  at  Oakwood  Cemetary,  Chatsworth,  California. 

Jean  Pender  Barr  was  born  in  Vancover  BC.  Canada.  She 
is  the  daughter  of  Frederic  George  Barr  and  Daisy  Manetta 
Webb  of  Vancover  B.C. 

4-1.  Richard  Glenn  -  born  July  12,  1936;  married  on 

April  20,  1958  to  Shirley  Jean  Fuller 
who  was  born  Feb.  10,  1938. 
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5-1.  David  Glenn  -  born  Feb.  21,  1959 
5-2.  Christopher  Eugene  -  born  Dec.  12,  1961 

4-2.  Paul  Steven  -  born  Nov.  27,  1940 

3-5*  Marian  Elizabeth  Imbach  -  born  Oct.  1911;  died  Feb.  1913 

3-6.  Ruth  Imbach-Chisum  -born  Aug.  1,  1913;  married  Dec.  5,  1931 

to  Rollie  L.  Chisum  who  was  born  on 
Nov.  11,  1909. 

*  Ruth  E.  Chisum  was  born  in  Los  Angeles,  California 
and  married  Rollie  L.  Chisum,  son  of  Carroll  Franklin 
Chisum  and  Annie  (Robinson)  Chisum,  in  Yuma,  Arizona. 

4-1.  Doris  Joan  Chisum-Herndon  -  born  Aug.  31,  1932; 

married  Apr.  20,  1950 
to  Roy  Lyons  Herndon  who 
was  born  on  May  3,  1929 

5-1.  Candace  Ruth  Herndon  -  born  Jan.  24,  1951 

5-2.  Kathleen  Rene  Herndon  -born  Sept.  5,  1952 
5-3-  Cynthia  Joan  Herndon  -born  July  23,  1954 
5-4.  Roy  Lyons  Herndon, Jr.  -born  Feb.  21,  1956 

4-2.  Robert  Lee  -  born  Sept.  25,  1933;  married  Marlene 

Maria  Anderson,  who  was  born  Jan.  12, 

1943. 

5-1.  Robert  Lee  Chisum  Jr.  -  born  May  26,  1961 
5-2.  Rollie  L.  Chisum  II.  -  born  Feb.  17,  1963 

4-3.  James  Earl  -  born  Dec.  13,  1934;  married  Virginia 

Lee  Martin  on  Aug.  8,  1959,  who  was 
born  May  23,  1941. 

5-1.  James  Earl  Chisum  Jr.  -  born  June  l8,  i960 
5-2.  Sharon  Renee  Chisum  -  born  Dec.  21,  1961 

3-7 •  Alvin  Alfred  Imbach  -  born  Feb.  8,  1917;  died  Jan.  1,  1920 

3-8.  Melvin  C.  Imbach  -  born  Aug.  9,  1919;  married  Sept.  7,  1946 

to  Elizabeth  R.  Milton  who  was  born 
Nov.  30,  1920. 

*Melvin,  youngest  child  of  Josie  Imbach,  was  baptized 
at  the  Van  Nuys  Missionary  Church  by  Rev.  John  E.  Lauby 
the  evening  she  died.  Huston  wrote  that  this  made 
Josie  very  happy  in  her  last  moments.  Huston  had  spent 
the  day  with  her  and  left  shortly  before  her  passing, 
having  had  a  good  visit,  unaware  that  death  was  nigh. 

4-1.  Paul  Wesley  -  born  Dec.  1,  1947 
4-2.  Alfred  Lowell  -  born  Dec.  20,  1949 
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2-4.  SALOME  SPRUNGER  ROBERTS  -  born  Jan.  10,  1878;  died  Aug.  13,  1956; 

married  on  Oct.  20,  1898  to  Sylvanus 
J.  Roberts  who  was  born  Oct.  1,  1880 
and  died  Jan.  20,  1950. 

*  She.  taught  a  Women's  Sunday  School  class  at  the  Wood- 
burn  Missionary  Church  for  a  number  of  years.  She 
loved  poetry  and  at  the  age  of  l8  she  wrote  the  poem 
"Eventide”.  A  book  of  her  poems  has  been  published. 

In  ill  health  for  a  number  of  years,  she  still  main¬ 
tained  a  keen  interest  in  world  affairs,  interest  and 
concern  for  her  family  and  neighbors  and  is  remembered 
for  her  wit  and  sense  of  humor,  burden  for  salvation 
of  her  children  and  her  unfaltering  faith  in  God. 


3-1.  Wilmer  S.  -  born  Sept.  28,  1899;  died  Mar.  6,  i960; 

married  on  July  23,  1924  to  Helen  Clayton 
who  was  born  Sept.  4,  189?. 

*  Wilmer  S.  Roberts  taught  school,  later  was  a  realtor 
and  after  that  was  one  of  the  officials  of  the  S.S. 
Kresge  Company  in  Detroit.  He  served  in  this  capacity 
many  years  and  was  given  an  ovation  on  the  day  of  his 
25th  anniversary  there.  The  citation  and  large  photos 
were  a  great  pleasure  to  his  mother,  (his  father  was 
deceased  earlier.)  Wilmer  was  a  lover  of  music  and 
especially  the  Bach  chorals;  his  favorite  one  was 
"Jesu,  Joy  of  Man's  Desiring”.  He  suffered  a  cerebral 
stroke  when  55,  and.  even  after  it,  would  play  the 
classic  favorites  with  his  good  hand.  During  his  five 
years  of  illness  his  wife,  Helen  Clayton  Roberts  gave 
him  loving  care  and  took  him  to  Arizona,  Florida  and 
warmer  climates  again  and  again.  It  was  amazing  the 
way  she  managed,  as  Wilmer  always  was  of  good  weight, 
and  now  had  been  greatly  handicapped.  The  funeral  was 
held  at  his  home  church  at  Woodburn,  Indiana  with  Rev. 
W.  0.  Klopf enstein,  who  married  them,  officiating.  His 
favorite  hymn  "How  Firm  A  Foundation"  was  read  by  the 
minister. 

3-2.  Glenna  Berdine  Roberts-Lochner  -  born  Aug.  24,  1901  died 

Feb.  26,  1942;  married 
on  June  25,  1922  to 
D.  Marion  Lochner. 

*Glenna  Roberts-Lochner  was  the  first  organist  of  the 
First  Missionary  Church  in  Fort  Wayne  and  was  very 
versatile  in  her  accomplishments,  but  most  of  all  her 
life  was  a  testimony  for  her  Lord,  whom  she  served 
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faithfully  to  her  last  moments.  While  practicing  Easter 
music  for  the  cantata  on  the  church  organ,  with  pages 
open  to  "The  Angel's  Song"  she  was  stricken  with  a 
cerebral  hemorrhage  and  soon  departed  this  life  for  a 
joyous  Easter  in  Heaven.  The  following  lines  were  written 
by  her  mother, - 

“While  pondering  o'er  the  Angel's  Song  They  beckoned  her 

to  come, 

To  join  the  happy  ransomed  throng  In  that  celestial  Home. 
No  parting  words,  no  sad  farewells,  She  left  us  with  a 

smile  2 

And  so  we  hope  to  meet  again  In  just  a  little  while". 

4-1  Berdine  Lochner  Beam  -  born  Dec.  14,  1924;  married  on 

May  17,  1958  to  James  Beam  who 
was  born  Jan.  25,  1922 

5-1  Vesta  -  born  Nov.  15,  1952 

4-2.  Keith  Roberts  Lochner  -  born  Oct.  50,  1926 

3-3 •  Ronald  D.  -  born  Feb.  11,  1907;  died  May  25,  1952;  married 

on  Nov.  l6,  1927  to  Vera  who  was  born  on  Jan. 

10,  1908. 

* Ronald  Dale  Roberts  was  born  in  Woodburn.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  high  school  quartet  which  won  honors  for 
his  school.  He  became  a  telegraph  operator  and  later 
was  manager  of  the  VJoodburn  Lumber  Co. 

4-1.  Jocelyn  Lee  Roberts-Brown  -  born  Oct.  29,  1928; 

married  to  Donald  Brown. 


5-1. 

David  -  born  Aug.  19, 

1947 

5-2. 

Susan  -  born  Apr.  l8, 

1950 

5-3. 

Ronald-  born 

5-4. 

Donald,  Jr.  -  born  July  11,  1962 

4-2.  Patricia  Roberts  Law  -  born  July  4,  1933;  married  on 

Dec.  31,  1955  to  Morris  W.  Law 
who  was  born  Aug.  6,  1934. 

4-3*  Kent  B.  Roberts  -  born  June  20,  1939 

4-4.  Melva  Elaine  Roberts  -  born  Jan.  l8,  1942 

*Melva  is  a  student  at  Taylor  University 

3-4.  Evans  Lee  -  born  Apr.  10,  1917;  died  Apr.  l4,  1938 

*Evans  Lee  Roberts  lived  a  happy  normal  life  in  spite  of 
an  unusual  condition  which  was  discovered  shortly  before 
his  early  death.  Having  had  surgery  it  was  found  that 
his  heart  was  on  the  right  side,  instead  of  left  and 
when  much  was  said  of  it  in  a  medical  journal,  he  received 
mail  from  over  the  country.  He  made  a  round  of  visiting 
his  pals,  on  his  last  evening,  and  came  home  not  feeling 
well,  his  passing  came  before  morning,  at  the  age  of  21 
years  and  4  days. 
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3-5 •  Elaine  Roberts  Oyer  -  born  Dec.  1,  1919;  married  Aug.  14, 

1937  to  Homer  Lee  Oyer  who  was  born 
Dec.  26,  1917. 

*  Elaine  Roberts  Oyer  the  youngest  of  the  family,  was  a  great 
blessing  to  her  parents  having  taken  care  of  both  until  they 
were  called  to  their  Eternal  Home.  Both  Elaine  and  Homer  are 
active  in  Church  work  and  community  affairs.  Homer  is  manager 
of  the  Woodburn  Branch  of  the  Fort  Wayne  National  Bank  and  also 
president  of  the  school-board. 

4-1.  Dennis  Lee  -  born  Dec.  19,  1946 
4-2.  Carol  Lee  -  born  Nov.  10,  1947 

2-5.  FREDERICK  J.  SPRUNGER  -  born  Mar.  31?  1880;  died  Apr.  25,  1944,  married  on 

Dec.  31,  1902  to  Jennie  Ann  Myers  who  was  born  Aug. 
21,  1888  and  died  July  29,  1957. 


*  Fred  was  a  rural  mail-carrier  at  Woodburn  until  1915*  His  wife, 
Jennie,  was  a  sister  to  Edwin's  first  wife,  Ida.  He  loved  hunting 
and  with  his  dog  and  gun,  would  invariably  return  with  rabbits  or 
other  game.  He  lost  his  left  arm  soon  after  leaving  Woodburn,  while 
doing  night-work  at  a  paper  factory  in  Wabash,  Indiana.  He  bore  this 
handicap  with  Christian  fortitude.  He  had  a  clear  bass  voice,  which 
he  used  to  the  glory  of  God  by  singing  with  his  family  in  special 
numbers  in  his  church  in  Jackson,  Michigan.  He  was  ill  but  a  short 
time;  among  his  last  words  were  these  "Nothing  between  my  soul  and  my 
Saviour".  His  faithful  wife,  Jennie,  joined  him  in  the  Glory land  on 
July  29,  1957. 

3-1.  Irvin  -  born  Oct.  27,  1903;  married  May  10,  1924  to 

Ida  May  Wilson  who  was  born  Apr.  19,  1908 


*Irvin  was  a  wonderful  "baby-sitter"  for  his  younger  brothers 
and  sisters.  He  was  seen  with  an  coal  oil  can,  pouring  oil 
down  into  the  "Wilson  Heater"  with  never  an  accident.  His 
experience  around  children  cannot  be  excelled  or  exceeded! 


4-1.  Betty  Sprunger  Swartz  -  born  June  5?  1925;  married  Sept. 

19,  1941  to  Trilby  Swartz  who  was 
born  Dec.  9?  1919* 


4-2. 


5-1. 

Clifford 

-  born  Sept.  4, 

1942 

5-2. 

Ronald 

-  born  Sept.  2, 

1945 

5-3. 

Albert 

-  born  Oct.  16, 

1947 

5-4. 

Diane 

-  born  Dec.  20, 

1948 

5-5. 

Edward 

-  born  Jan.  2, 

1951 

5-6. 

Denise 

-  born  Apr.  25, 

1952 

5-7. 

Douglas 

-  born  Aug.  26, 

1954 

5-8. 

Deborah 

-  born  Oct.  13, 

1955 

Irvin  Sprunger 

Jr.  -  born  June 

16,  1927; 

to  Shirley 

5-1. 

Victor 

-  born 

5-2. 

Joe 

-  born 

married 


*Irvin  Jr.  (Bud)  is  in  the  Army  making  that 
his  career. 
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4-3.  Roy  -  born  April  24,  1929;  married  on  June  13,  1953 
to  Dula  who  was  born  May  l8,  1932 

5-1.  Roy  M.  -  born  May  1,  1954 

5-2.  Henry  -  born  Mar,  1,  1956 

5-3.  Beverly  -  born  Sept, 27,  I960 

5-4, .  Kristina  -  born  Aug,  l4,  1962;  died  Mar,  l8,  1963 

4-4,  Doris  Sprunger  Foster  -  born  Aug.  3,  1931;  married  on 

June  14,  1947  to  Lewis  Foster 
who  was  born  on  July  12,  1923 


5-1. 

Lewis  Jr. 

-  born  Mar,  26,  1948 

5-2. 

Linda 

-  born  May  31,  1951 

4-5. 

James 

-  born  April  26,  1933;  married  on  May  5,  1951 

to  Bernadine  who  was  born  on  Mar. 

23,  1935 

5-1. 

Robert 

-  born  April  19,  1952 

5-2. 

James  Jr. 

-  born  May  2,  1953 

5-3. 

Irvin 

-  born  Sept.  11,  1954 

5-4. 

John 

-  born  Dec.  7,  1955 

4-6. 

Clara 

-  born  May 

1,  1935;  died  May  1,  1935 

4-7. 

Earl  - 

born  Dec. 

28,  1936;  married  on  Dec. 

28,  1954 

to  Clara  who  was  born  on  April  11,  1938 


5-1.  Earl  Jr.  -  born  Oct.  21,  1955 

5-2.  Filip  -  born  Feb.  24,  1958 

5-3.  Dennis  -  born  Nov.  3,  1958; 

5-4.  Thomas  -  born  Feb.  l4,  i960 

5-5 •  Sandra  -  born  Nov.  28,  1961 

5-6,  Kevin  -  born  Dec.  16,  1962 

4-8.  William  Sprunger  -  born  Aug.  30,  1940; 

5,  1961  to  Mary  who 
13,  1944 

5-1.  William  Jr.  -  born  July  7,  1962 

4-9.  Shirley  Sprunger  Burdick  -  born  June  26,  1943;  married 

Aug.  27,  I960  to  Daniel 
Burdick  who  was  born  Dec.  6, 
1940. 

4-10.  Patricia  -  born  July  19,  1946 

3-2.  Owen  -  born  Aug.  10,  1905;  married  March  19,  1926  to 
Millie  Aldaffer  who  was  born  Dec.  23,  1907 

*  Owen  is  pastor  of  a  small  independent  church  in  Cement 
City,  Michigan,  and  he  does  well  repair  work. 

4-1,  Annabelle  Sprunger  Cavanaugh  -  born  June  13,  1927; 

married  July  20,  1946 
to  Elmer  Cavanaugh  who 
was  born  Mar.  12,  1918 


died  Nov.  l8,  1958 


married  Aug. 
was  born  Dec. 


5-1.  John  -  born  May  29,  1947 
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5-2.  Sandra  -  born  Nov.  13,  1951 

5-3.  Teresa  -  born  Feb.  35,  1958 

5-4.  Terry  -  born  Feb.  5,  1958 

4-2.  Grace  Sprunger  Minton  -  born  Aug.  19,  1929;  married  Oct.  25,  1957 

to  Clarence  Minton  who  was  born  May  1,  1929 
and  died  Feb.  22,  1961 

5-1.  Pamela  -  born  Jan.  30,  1959 

4-3.  Erma  -  born  April  21,  1931;  died  April  21,  1931 

4-4.  David  -  born  April  26,  1957;  died  April  26,  1937 

Owen  was  married  to  Helen  May  Coffee  on  Oct.  1,  1938 

4-5.  Ernest  -  born  Jan.  20,  1939;  married  July  8,  1961  to  Joyce  who 

was  born  May  23,  1943 

5-1.  Catherine  -  born  Sept.  10,  1962 

4-6.  Timothy  -  born  Mar.  20,  1940;  married  Nov.  24,  1962 

to  Georgiana  who  was  born  Nov.  26,  1942 

4-7.  Glema  -  born  Feb,  20,  1942 

4-8.  Nancy  -  born  Oct.  30,  1943 


Owen  remarried  Millie  Oct.  16,  1944 

3-3.  Percilla  Griff es  -  born  Feb.  2,  1908;  married  Feb.  27,  1926  to  Byron 

Griff es  who  was  born  Dec.  28,  1907 

4-1.  Noahie  -  born  April  13,  1927;  married  April  20,  1946  to  Annabelle 

who  was  born  Apr.  27,  1929 

5-1.  Bill  -  born  April  27,  1947 

5-2.  Karen  -  born  Oct.  22,  1949 

5-3.  Robert  -  born  Jan.  23,  1952 

5-4.  Randy  -  born  Mar.  19,  I960 

5-5.  Lee  Ann  -  born  Feb.  11,  1962 

4-2.  Leon  -  born  Feb.  23,  1930;  died  Feb.  25,  1950 

4-5.  Naomi  -  born  Jan.  15,  1945 

5-4.  Kenneth  -  born  July  29,  1910;  married  July  19,  1929  to 

Vera  B.  Dexter  who  was  born  Feb.  10,  1910 

4-1.  Robert  -  born  May  8,  1950; 3 married,  on  Sept.  5,  1955 

to  Peggy  whor  was  born  on  April  27,  1929 


4-2. 


5-1.  Pamila  -  born  Dec.  10,  1955 

Ruth  Sprunger  McCorkell  -  born  June  24,  1952;  married  June  25,  1949 

to  Cortlan  who  was  born  on  Mar.  16,  1950 


5-1. 

Michael 

-  born  Jan.  17, 

1950 

5-2. 

Vicki 

-  born  Apr.  25, 

1951 

5-5. 

Cheryl 

-  born  May  4, 

1954 
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4-3.  Donna  Sprunger  Boosier  -  born  Dec.  5,  1934;  married 

June  9,  1951  to  William  Boosier 

5-1.  Robin  -  born  May  10,  1955 
5-2.  Dallas  -  born  Nov.  13,  1956 

4-4.  John  -  born  May  4,  1940;  married  June  5,  1959  to 
Janice  who  was  born  Mar.  16,  1940 

5-1.  John  Jr.  -  born  Aug.  8,  i960 

5-2.  Donald  -  born  Apr.  20,  1962 

4-5.  Joan  Sprunger  Stringer  -  born  June  l4,  1941;  married  Jan. 

12,  1961  to  William  Stringer  who 
was  born  Mar.  6,  1939 

5-1.  Debra  -  born  April  1962 

3-5*  Virginia  Sprunger  Dexter  -  born  Oct.  1,  1913;  married 

Nov.  16,  1931  to  Earl  Dexter 
who  was  born  June  2,  1911 

4-1.  Jack  -  born  Aug.  26,  1932;  married  Apr.  l8,  1952  to 
Lenora  who  was  born  May  7,  1933 

5-1.  Evelyn  -  born  July  16,  1954 

5-2.  Jacklynn  -  born  May  4,  1956 

5-3*  Donald  -  born  Sept.  25,  1958 

4-2.  Richard  -  born  July  l4,  1934;  married  Sept.  20,  1958 

to  Mary  who  was  born  Apr.  21,  1940 

5-1.  Michael  -  born  Oct.  10,  1959 
5-2.  Sherryl  -  born  Sept.  29,  I960 

4-3.  Gerald  -  born  Aug.  24,  1936;  married  Aug.  3,  1956 

to  Ruth  who  was  born  Jan.  20,  1938 

5-1.  Mark  -  born  Aug.  11,  i960 

4-4.  Larry  -  born  Mar.  16,  1938;  married  June  15,  1957 

to  Norma  who  was  born  May  15,  1936 

5-1.  Robin  -  born  Apr.  22,  1958 

5-2.  Candy  -  born  May  26,  1959 

5-3.  Scott  -  born  May  16,  1961 

4-5.  David  -  born  May  3,  1947 

3-6.  Delpha  Sprunger  Benn  -  born  Dec.  9,  1917;  married  on 

May  30,  1940  to  Leon  Benn  who  was 
born  on  July  24,  1919 

4-1.  Leon  Jr.  -  born  Sept.  30,  1941 
4-2.  Judith  -  born  Nov.  24,  1943 

3-7*  Neva  Sprunger  Dexter  -  born  Dec.  20,  1920;  married  on 

Nov.  8,  1941  to  Warren  A.  Dexter 
who  was  born  on  Jan.  8,  1922 
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*Much  credit  is  due  Neva  Dexter  for  reporting  promptly 
with  the  largest  amount  of  data  for  any  one  branch  of  the 
family,  it  being  composed  of  over  100  members. 

4-1.  Warren  Jr.  -  born  June  23,  1943 

4-2.  Sharon  -  born  Nov.  23,  1947 

4-3.  Betty  -  born  Dec.  9,  1950 

2-6  HUSTON  C.  -  born  Feb.  15,  1882;  died  Feb.  7,  1943;  married  on  Aug.  2,  1909 

to  Dorothy  M.  Jones  who  was  born  in  1891  and  died  Oct.  8,  1959 

*  Huston  was  born  in  Berne,  Indiana.  He  was  studious  and  versatile, 
having  taught  school,  did  book-keeping  and  banking  in  Arizona  and 
later  was  head-landscape  gardener  on  a  millionaire’s  estate  in 
Arcadia,  California,  where  he  perfected  the  gladiola-like  Watsonias 
by  cross-pollenizing.  The  Pasadena  Post  wrote  of  his  success  from 
time  to  time  including  photographs  of  the  lovely  gardens.  In  his 
youthful  days  at  home,  while  teaching  school  he  was  an  inspiration 
to  his  younger  brothers  and  sisters.  He  was  deeply  devoted  to  his 
mother,  as  seen  in  a  letter  written  home  from  Arizona,  when  he 
learned  of  her  serious  illness;  -Quote  "Tell  the  dear,  blessed, 
mother  that  we  are  remembering  her,  and  many  are  the  scenes  that 
come  to  mind  when  that  mother  comforted,  encouraged,  cheered  and 
from  childhood  guided  my  feet  in  the  better  way".  In  one  of  his 
last  letters,  in  speaking  of  his  heart  condition,  he  wrote,  -"I 
feel  no  discouragement  or  worry.  I  have  faith  that  God  will  not 
let  anything  happen  that  is  not  for  my  best." 

3-1.  Margaret  Elizabeth  -  born  Oct.  19,  1910;  married  on  Apr.  13,  1940 

to  Lawrence  Leo  Larson  who  was  born  Feb.  13, 

1908 

*Margaret  is  employed  in  Earth  &  Planetary  Science  Division  of 
Michelson  Laboratory  at  Pioneer  Point.  The  men  who  just  lost 
the  big  balloon  and  who  formerly  went  up  78,000  feet  are  part 
of  her  division.  She  is  also  working  toward  a  Master’s  Degree 
in  Public  Administration. 

4-1.  David  Leon  -  born  Sept.  28,  1944 
4-2.  Marla  Ann  -  born  May  29,  1948 

Margaret  who  was  married  January  31,  1953  to  Henry  Thornton 
Freeman  who  was  born  March  l8,  1896 

3-2.  Stanley  Ward  -  born  July  4,  1917;  died  in  1925 

2-7.  FRANKLIN  A.  -  born  Jan.  4,  1884;  married  on  July  9,  1909  to  Laura  Patee 

who  was  born  on  Aug.  13,  1889  and  died  Dec.  16,  1940 

*Frank  is  a  good  mixer,  cheerful  and  friendly!  In  his  early  days  he 
attended  the  Fort  Wayne  Bible  Institute  (now  Bible  College)  and 
sang  in  the  male  quartette,  taking  high  tenor.  He  later  lived  in 
Fargo,  North  Dakota,  coming  back  to  Indiana  in  1912.  He  was  a 
machinist  and  played  tuba  in  the  "Pennsy  Band".  Frank  and  Laura 
reared  their  growing  family  at  Gardendale,  south  suburb  of  Fort 
Wayne  where  several  of  their  boys  met  their  life-time  mates.  He  now 
lives  in  a  cozy  cottage  of  his  own  designing  along  Indiana  Lake  on 
the  Michigan-Indiana  line,  where  he  delights  in  raising  chicks,  boat¬ 
ing,  making  friends  with  wild-ducks  and  his  faithful  dog.  He  sings 
in  his  church  choir,  and  men's  quartet  and  is  a  member  of  his  church- 
board.  -1, 
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3-1 •  Lynn  Huston  -  born  April  17,  1910;  married  on  Jan.  31,  1931 

to  Lulu  L.  Curley  who  was  born  Dec.  16,  1912 

*Lynn  was  born  in  Fargo,  North  Dakota,  Lynn  and  Lulu  were  married  by 
the  Rev.  G,  P.  Kliewer  at  the  Curley  home.  Lynn  studied  drafting  and 
is  an  expert  designer,  having  designed  many  of  the  Sprunger  Power  Tools 
which  have  a  wide  sale.  He  started  the  Sprunger  Brother's  Factory, 
which  is  now  owned  by  his  brother,  Harry,  The  Lynn  Sprunger  family 
have  exerted  a  good  Christian  influence  and  in  recent  years  in  the 
midst  of  affliction  their  attitude  has  been  a  testimony  to  their  deep 
faith. 

4-1.  Jimmy  Lynn  -  born  Feb.  11,  1932;  married  Feb.  4,  1954  to  Darline 

Mae  Mehl  who  was  born  Oct.  26,  1934 

*Both  Jimmy  and  his  wife  are  Sunday  School  teachers. 

5-1*  Kimberly  -  born 

4-2.  Or land  D.  -  born  July  9,  1933;  married  Sept.  7,  1952  to  Royann 

Hartzler  who  was  born  July  15,  1933 

*0rland  loves  farming  and  in  conjunction  with  it  is  a  well-liked 
salesman  for  a  feed  company  among  the  farmers  of  the  Topeka  area. 
His  wife,  Royann  is  a  capable  worker  in  church  and  community  af¬ 
fairs. 


5-1. 

David 

-  born  June 

1, 

1953 

5-2. 

Dennis 

-  born  Aug. 

27, 

1954 

5-3. 

Kerry 

-  born  Aug. 

24, 

1956 

5-4. 

Audra  Marie 

-  born  Feb. 

28, 

1959 

5-5. 

Dianna  Jo 

-  born  May 

2, 

1961 

4-3.  Paul  Franklin  -  born  Aug.  29,  1941 

4-4.  Timothy  Claude  -  born  Aug.  29,  1941;  died  Feb.  l8,  195& 

4-5.  Shirley  Ann  -  born  Jan.  17,  1945 

3-2.  Walter  Marion  -  born  Jan.  l4,  1913;  married  May  17,  1936 

to  Ilene  G.  Smith  who  was  born  Feb.  25,  1916 

*Walter  is  Superintendent  of  four  service  departments  at  Rea  Magnet  Wire 
Co.  He  has  been  employed  there  for  28  years.  He  and  his  family  have 
been  attending  the  South  Side  Church  of  the  Nazarene  since  1937  where 
they  have  been  very  active  in  church  work.  Ilene  has  been  a  wonderful 
wife  and  mother.  She  likes  to  do  craft  work  of  various  kinds,  leather, 
metal,  flower  making  and  gift  wrapping. 

4-1.  Barbara  Sprunger  Eicher  -  born  Feb.  22,  1939;  married  on  June  30, 

1962  to  David  Albert  Eicher  who  was  born 
Nov.  2,  1938 

*Barbara  graduated  from  Fort  Wayne  Bible  College  in  1962  and  is 
teaching  in  Fort  Wayne  Community  Schools.  David,  whose  parents 
are  missionaries  in  Amaravti,  India,  is  attending  Fort  Wayne 
Bible  College  and  preparing  for  foreign  missions  service. 
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4-2.  Ronald  -  born  June  11,  1941 

*  He  is  in  his  4th  year  of  Chemical  Engineering  at 
Purdue  University. 

4-3.  Karen  Ann  -  born  Aug.  15,  1948 

*  Karen  is  in  the  9th  grade  at  New  Haven  High  School. 

She  is  active  in  4-H  Club,  church  choir  etc. 

3-3*  Harry  -  born  Nov.  l8,  1914;  married  Aug.  30,  1938  to 

Myrle  Amstutz  who  was  born  Feb.  1,  1921 

*  Harry  is  an  excellent  salesman,  having  worked  for  several 
companies  before  purchasing  the  Sprunger  Tool  Company. 

Recently  he  made  a  trip  to  Europe  to  display  Sprunger  Tools. 

4-1.  Dale  -  born  Nov.  29,  1939;  married  April  21,  i960 
to  Catherine  Ann  Nesbitt 

5-1.  Sonja  Sue  -  born  Dec.  8,  i960 

5-2.  Stacy  Jo  -  born  Nov.  26,  1962 

4-2.  Wayne  -  born  Feb.  5,  1945 

4-3.  Dennis  -  born  May  20,  1946;  died  Nov.  l8,  1957 

3-4.  Howard  -  born  Nov.  20,  1916;  married  July  2,  1938  to 

Edith  M.  Harshbarger  who  was  born  Oct.  1,  1919 

^Howard’s  present  job  is  with  Michigan  Gas  &  Electric  Company. 

He  started  back  in  Oct.  1,  1948.  First  he  was  a  maintenance  man 
and  operator  of  three  hydro  plants-one  in  Constantine  and  one  in 
Mottoville,  Michigan.  In  1957  his  boss  retired,  and  Howard  was 
asked  to  take  his  place.  Before  working  for  Michigan  Gas  &  Elec¬ 
tric  Company,  he  worked  for  himself  in  repairing  and  building 
houses,  and  even  earlier  he  worked  for  Bendix  Aircraft  Corp.  in 
South  Bend,  Indiana,  Howard  and  Edith  are  active  in  their  church. 

4-1.  Marilene  Joyce  Sprunger  Arnold  -  born  June  4,  1939;  married 

June  8,  1958  to  Ronald 
Arnold  who  was  born  June  12, 
1938 

*  Marilene  and  Ronald  have  been  married  for  five  years. 

They  love  the  Lord  very  much  and  are  thankful  for  all 
He  does  and  gives  to  them.  They  are  both  active  in 
their  church  of  which  they  are  both  members.  Ronald 
is  a  Sunday  School  teacher,  plus  a  board  member,  usher, 
secretary  of  the  church,  and  treasurer  of  the  Building 
Project.  In  the  past  Marilene  was  a  Sunday  School 
teacher.  Now  she  is  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the 
Womens  Missionary  Society.  For  several  years  they  con¬ 
ducted  services  for  the  young  people  of  their  church. 

Ronald  works  for  the  Weyerhaeuser  Box  Company  in  Middle- 
bury,  Indiana.  Marilene  was  a  secretary  and  worked  for 
Michigan  Gas  and  Electric  Company.  Now  she  is  a  home¬ 
maker  and  caring  for  two  lovely  children  that  the  Lord 
gave  to  them. 
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5-1-  Joey  Lynn  -  born  Jani/2',  1961 

5-2.  Renae  Diane  Arnold  -  born  May  16,  1962 

4-2.  Phyllis  Ann  -  born  Nov.  1,  1942 

4-3.  Dean  Howard  -  born  April  24,  1957 

3-5*  Mary  Catherine  Sprunger  Vollmer  -  born  Nov.  20,  1918;  married 

May  30,  1942  to  Robert 
William  Vollmer  who  was 
born  Feb.  1,  1914 

*The  Vollmers  are  of  Lutheran  faith  and  belong  to  the  Grace 
Lutheran  Church.  The  sons  of  Robert  W.,  are  the  last  of 
the  Vollmers  to  carry  on  the  name.  Robert  W.  Vollmer  is 
employed  at  Zollner,  Inc.  and  is  superviser  over  the  three 
tricks  in  mold  repair  in  the  foundry.  He  is  over  six  feet 
tall,  served  7}k  years  in  World  War  II  and  is  an  active 
member  of  the  American  Legion.  Mary  Catherine  was  past 
president  of  the  Ladies  Auxiliary  of  the  American  Legion 
and  still  active.  She  is  active  in  church,  cub  scouts 
and  a  housewife. 

4-1.  Robert  Eugene  -  born  Sept.  7,  1943 

*He  graduated  from  New  Haven  High  School  and  is 
studying  Engineering  at  Purdue  University. 

4-2.  Cynthia  Jean  -  born  April  29,  1947 
*She  attends  New  Haven  High  School 

4-3.  Donald  Ray  -  born  Sept.  6,  1951 

*He  attends  Village  Woods  Junior  High  School 

3-6.  Edwin  "Bud"  Aldo  Sprunger  -  born  Aug.  27,  1922;  married  on 

Aug.  8,  1946  to  Gladys  Cotton 
who  was  born  in  Malta 

*Bud  and  his  wife  usually  take  their  vacations  in  Europe, 
taking  movies  or  slides.  Mary,  Bud’s  wife  is  a  native  of 
Malta.  Bud  was  stationed  in  Alexandria,  Egypt  during 
World  War  II  and  there  met  Mary  who  is  fluent  in  several 
languages  and  was  in  governmental  work.  During  Navy 
Service,  he  was  stranded  on  a  raft  for  20  hours  when  his 
ship  was  torpedoed  by  a  German  submarine  and  the  crew  was 
picked  up  by  a  British  vessel. 

4-1.  Marielle  Blanche  -  born  Dec.  19,  1956 

3-7*  Helen  May  -  born  Feb.  19,  1954;  died  Feb.  19,  1954 
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2-8.  ALBERTA  SPRUNGER  TOMPLINSON  -  born  July  4,  1886;  married  Dec.  30,  1917 

to  Earl  J.  Tomlinson  who  was  born  Mar, 
24,  1890 

* Alberta  was  born  in  Partridge  Kansas.  She  attended  Moody  Bible 
Institute  in  Chicago.  For  some  years  she  taught  school.  In 
1917  she  married  Earl  J .  Tomlinson  a  business-man  from  Cleveland, 
Ohio.  She  taught  the  young  womens’  class  at  Fidelity  Baptist 
for  many  years  and  later  the  College  Students  Class,  at  First 
Friends  Sunday  School.  Her  homes  are:  Boca  Raton,  Florida  in  the 
winter  and  Beulah  Beach,  Ohio  in  the  summer. 

3-1.  Lois  Erlene  Tomlinson  Williams  -  born  Oct.  22,  1920;  married 

June  26,  1942  to  Paul  P. 
Williams  who  was  born  on 
Mar.  20,  1921 

*Lois  Tomlinson  Williams  was  born  in  Cleveland,  Ohio  in 
1920.  She  is  a  graduate  of  Wheaton  College,  Illinois. 

She  has  been  organist  in  various  churches  and  is  now 
in  the  school  teaching  profession.  She  is  married  to 
Paul  P.  Williams,  who  received  his  doctorate  at  the 
University  of  Florida  and  is  now  President  of  Lake-Sumter 
Junior  College  at  Leesburg,  Florida.  His  parents  were 
missionaries  in  China. 

4-1.  Ronald  Earl  -  born  Mar.  9»  1946 

*Ronnie  was  born  in  Cleveland,  Ohio.  He  is  now  living 
in  Leesburg,  Florida.  He  belongs  to  the  National 
Key  Club,  one  qualification  of  which  is  high  grades 
in  school.  His  hobbies  are  water-skiing,  boating 
and  basketball. 

2-9*  ALVIN  A.  -  born  Oct.  29,  1888;  died  July  21,  1926;  married  on  June 

7,  1914  to  Sylvia  Lochner  who  was  born  Dec.  l8,  1889 
and  died  Nov.  19,  1924 

*Alvin  was  born  in  Kansas,  moving  to  Indiana  at  27 2  years  of  age. 

In  his  less  than  38  years,  he  lived  a  full  life  as  school-teacher, 
Sunday  School  Superintendent,  Church  secretary,  member  of  the 
church  orchestra  and  Men's  Chorus.  He  sang  baritone  in  male 
quartettes  and  played  trombone  in  the  Woodburn  Band.  He  served 
as  Woodburn  Postmaster  and  as  mail-carrier.  He  later  engaged 
in  the  Hatchery-Business  with  his  brother  Elam,  as  partner.  He 
was  left  with  4  motherless  children  and  carried  on  bravely  until 
his  summons  came  to  even  higher  service.  He  died  after  an 
appendectomy,  and  as  he  weakened,  his  Christian  nurse  asked 
"Mr.  Sprunger,  would  you  be  afraid  to  die?"  to  which  he  replied 
so  sweetly  and  briefly,  "Oh  no, -the  Lord  has  made  provision  for 
me".  In  three  weeks,  the  first  "big"  Sprunger  Reunion  was  held 
at  Berne,  at  which  time  Alvin  had  been  scheduled  to  play  with  a 
family  orchestra,  but  instead,  a  male  quartet  of  near  and  dear 
ones  sang: 

"We  shall  meet,  but  we  shall  miss  him, 

There  will  be  one  vacant  chair; 

We  shall  linger  to  caress  him. 

When  we  breathe  our  evening  pray'r. 

from  "The  Vacant  Chair" 
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3-1*  Meredith  -  born  April  16,  1915?  married  on  June  30,  1940  to 

Irene  L.  Scherry  who  was  born  on  July  5,  1916 

*Meredith  has  been  minister  in  United  Church  of  Christ.  He  is 
now  teaching  psychology,  philosophy,  ethics,  and  religion  at 
Indiana  Institute  of  Technology  and  supplying  churches  on  week¬ 
ends.  He  is  also  on  the  counseling  staff  of  the  Y.M.C.A.  and 
teaches  courses  at  the  Y.M.C.A.  He  is  a  partner  in  Testing 
Consultants,  an  agency  offering  professional  service  to  local 
industries. 

Educational  History:  Kirkland  High  School  -  1933 

Lakeland  College,  A.B.  -1937 
Mission  House  Seminary, B.D.  -  1940 
Princeton  Theological  Seminar ,M.Th.  -1941 
Purdue  University, Ph.  D.  -1947 

Work  History:  Pastor,  Trinity  Evangelical  and  Reformed  Church, 

Mulberry,  Indiana  1942-1949 

Teacher  at  Elmhurst  College,  Elmhurst,  Ill., 

1949-1930 

Pastor,  Grace  United  Church  of  Christ,  Culver, 
Indiana,  1930-1959 

Teacher  at  Indiana  Institute  of  Technology, 

Fort  Wayne,  Indiana,  1959-present. 

4-1.  Ruth  Irene  -  born  Mar.  29,  1945 
4-2.  Grace  Ellen  -  born  April  22,  1954 

3-2.  Marguerite  Erickson  -  born  Oct.  1,  1918;  married  Sept.  17,  1943 

to  George  Richard  Erickson  who  was  born 
April  14,  1919 

*George  and  Marguerite  have  lived  in  Oak  Lawn  for  nearly  16 
years.  George  is  Superintendent  of  Paint  Department  at 
Glidden  Paint  Company.  Marguerite  is  a  registered  nurse. 

4-1.  Carol  Jeanne  -  born  July  9?  1944 

*Carol  Jeanne  is  in  her  Freshman  year  at  Wheaton 
College 

4-2.  Richard  Lee  -  born  Aug.  31,  1946 
*He  is  a  Junior  in  high  school 

4-3.  David  George  -  born  April  9,  1949 

*He  will  be  graduating  from  8th  grade  this  spring 

4-4...  Janice  Beth  -  born  March  29,  1951 
*She  will  be  completing  6th  grade 

3-3.  Blanchard  Lochner  -  born  Sept.  28,  1920;  married  June  30,  1946 

to  Carol  Burkhalter  who  was  born  on  Dec. 

25,  1925 

*Blanchard  graduated  from  South  Side  High  School  in  1938. 

He  was  in  the  U.S.  Army  Air  Force,  July  1942  to  Dec.  1945* 

He  was  flight  engineer  on  B29  aircrafts;  medals  -  Distin¬ 
guished  Flying  Cross  and  Air  Medal  with  2  Oak  Leaf  Clusters; 
His  rank  at  discharge  was  1st  Lieutenant.  He  graduated 
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from  Purdue  University  in  1949  with  a  B.S.  in  Mechanical  Engineer- 
ing.  He  was  formerly  assistant  Chief  Engineer  for  a  frozen  food 
storage  warehouse,  then  Project  Engineer  on  government  research 
and  development  contract  on  high  temperature  castings  and  at  pre¬ 
sent  Chief  Engineer  for  a  vegetable  oil  refinery, 

4-1.  Suan  Sprunger  -  born  May  31,  1961 
4-2.  Joellen  Sprunger  -  born  April  8,  1962 

3-4*  Lucille  Sprunger  Zuercher  -  born  April  12,  1923?  married  to 

C.  Walter  Zuecher  who  was  born 
Oct.  16,  1921,  on  April  8,  1944 

^Walter  and  Lucille  met  while  attending  Berne  High  School. 

Lucille  attended  Wheaton  College  for  2  years.  For  their 
first  two  years  of  marriage  they  lived  in  Los  Angeles. 

They  have  lived  in  Berne  since  the  war  ended.  Walter  was 
salesman  in  music  store  for  15  years  and  had  his  accordian 
band  twenty  years.  He  is  presently  employed  in  the  office 
of  Decatur  Industries.  They  manufacture  trophies  and  fine 
or  exclusive  wood  products  such  as  chests,  night  cadies 
and  plaques. 

4-1.  Margaret  Ann  -  born  Mar.  24,  1945 

4-2.  Paul  David  -  born  Dec.  1,  1946 

4-3.  Linda  Lucile  -  born  Oct.  25,  1949 

4-4.  Lois  Elaine  -  born  July  27  ,  1955 

4-5.  Leon  Walter  -  born  Sept.  15,  1962 

2-10.  ELIZABETH  SPRUNGER  YAGGY  -  born  Jan.  10,  I89I;  married  on  Aug.  4,  1912 

to  Ezra  Yaggy  who  was  born  Nov.  11,  1889 

*Bess  was  born  in  Kansas  and  moved  to  Indiana  the  same  year.  She  be¬ 
gan  teaching  Sunday  School  classes  and  piano  at  the  age  of  16,  and 
was  church  pianist  at  Woodburn  and  later  in  Fort  Wayne.  She  attended 
Moody  Bible  Institute  in  Chicago.  She  was  Elementary  Superintendent 
for  12  years,  producing  24  programs  (children's)  tO  capacity  audien¬ 
ces;  was  director  of  the  Boy’s  Harmony  Quartette  (also  known  as  Harri¬ 
son  Hill  Quartette)  which  won  first  place  in  the  Sacred  Song  Contest 
at  Winons  Lake,  with  the  famous  Daniel  Protheroe  as  adjudicator;  this 
quartette  filled  49  engagements  in  the  peak  year  of  it's  performances, 
with  unchanged  voices,  in  19  Fort  Wayne  churches,  also  sang  at  many 
schools,  commencements,  clubs,  etc.  They  sang  in  Detroit,  Toledo  and 
many  area  cities  and  towns.  Bess  directed  the  church  orchestra  for  6 
years,  the  Ladies'  Chorus  for  3  years,  taught  Vacation  Bible  School 
for  12  years  and  was  engaged  in  Church  visitation  work  for  several 
years.  Besides  the  Boy's  Quartette,  there  was  a  younger  boy's  quar¬ 
tette,  a  children's  double-octette  that  sang  4-part  music  ably,  also 
Phyllis  Sprunger  and  Leon  Yaggy  did  duet  work  on  violins,  piano  and 
vocally  and  filled  many  engagements.  Most  of  these  groups  broadcast 
on  W0W0.  Bess  married  Ezra  when  he  was  a  young  school-teacher  in 
Woodburn,  later  he  did  clerical  work  for  many  years.  His  chief 
hobbies  have  been  music  and  history,  having  directed  the  Boy's  Band 
which  played  regularly  over  radio  station  W0W0;  he  also  directed  the 
church  orchestra  and  is  presently  arranging  music  for,  and  directing 
an  instrumental  ensemble.  Bess  and  Ezra  celebrated  their  Golden 
Wedding  in  1962,  being  the  second  of  the  family  to  reach  the  50th 
anniversary,  -  Salome  was  first,  as  she  was  13  the  day  Bess  was  born. 
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3-1.  Loren  Llewellyn  -  born  March  10,  1915;  married  August  17,  1941, 

to  Marian  Duncan  who  was  born  October  25,  1918. 

Loren  taught  public  school  music  in  Ohio  and  Indiana  after  graduating 
from  Oberlin  Conservatory  of  Music ;  he  also  taught  piano  and  led  church 
choirs.  He  served  in  World  War  II  from  1942  to  1945,  playing  in  the 
paratrooper's  band  and  serving  as  Chaplain's  assistant.  He  met  Marian 
while  both  were  teaching  in  Ohio;  she,  being  a  graduate  of  Kent  State 
University,  taught  Home  Economics  and  Commercial  Secretarial  Science. 
Sandra  was  born  in  Fort  Benning,  Georgia.  Since  1949  Loren  has  his  own 
piano  studio  in  Fort  Wayne  and  is  also  teaching  speech  at  Indiana  Insti¬ 
tute  of  Technology.  Since  before  her  graduation  from  South  Side  High, 
Sandra  has  also  taught  piano.  She  was  the  youngest  entrant  in  the  Van 
Cliburn  International  Competition  at  Fort  Worth,  Texas  and  the  only  en¬ 
trant  from  Indiana.  She  has  performed  with  the  Philharmonic  quartet  and 
orchestra  and  for  the  Fort  Wayne  Performers'  Workshop. 

4-1.  Sandra  Kathryn  -  born  October  20,  1944 

3-2.  Leon  -  born  June  17,  1921;  married  October  7,  1949  to  Eleanor  Gene 

Moser  who  was  born  January  8,  1924. 

*  Leon  spent  his  first  5  years  after  graduation  from  Purdue  (B.S.  in 
Electrical  Engineering)  in  the  employ  of  RCA  in  Lancaster,  Pa.  (from 
1948-1951)  and  in  Marion,  Indiana  (from  1951  to  1953).  He  met  Eleanor 
while  vacationing  in  California  in  1948  as  a  guest  of  his  uncle,  Elam 
Sprunger  and  family  in  Van  Nuys.  Engaged  in  November  of  the  same  year 
they  delayed  their  marriage  until  the  following  autumn  to  permit  Eleanor 
to  complete  her  B.  A.  degree  in  Music  at  U.C.L.A.,  then  spent  the  first 
two  years  of  their  married  life  in  Lancaster,  Pa.  Nina  was  born  in 
Marion,  Indiana  55  miles  from  her  Yaggy  grandparents  in  Fort  Wayne.  In 
1953,  Leon  accepted  an  offer  from  Hughes  Aircraft  Company  in  Culver  City, 
California  and  is  about  to  complete  his  tenth  year  with  Hughes  at  this 
writing.  His  assignments  with  Hughes  have  resulted  in  changes  of  resi¬ 
dence  from  Westchester  (near  Culver  City)  to  Woodland  Hills  (inland  from 
the  Research  Laboratories  in  Malibu),  and  more  recently  to  Carlsbad, 
adjacent  to  the  Oceanside  facility. 

4-1.  Nina  Gay  -  born  May  19,  1952 

2-11.  ELAM  E.  -  born  March  17,  1893;  died  June  20,  1951;  married  July  26,  1919  to  Alma 

Welty  who  was  born  December  5,  1896. 

*  Elam  was  born  in  Berne,  Indiana  and  grew  up  in  Woodburn,  except  for 
the  years  when  he  attended  Fort  Wayne  High  School.  He  taught  school 
in  Woodburn  and  Berne.  Later  carried  mail  out  of  Fort  Wayne  until 
serving  in  the  Army  in  World  War  I.  He  became  an  enterprizing  hatchery 
man,  owning  several  branches  besides  the  Indiana  Hatchery  in  Fort  Wayne. 
He  was  a  pioneer  in  the  chick-sexing  field,  teaching  classes  over  the 
country.  In  all  this,  his  wife  was  an  able  assistant.  He  also  did 
real-estating,  having  built  the  homes  in  "Sprunger  Addition"  Fort 
Wayne.  He  served  his  church  in  many  ways,  having  been  chairman  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees  and  being  a  teacher  for  a  record  term  of  l6  years  of 
the  Friendly  Bible  Class.  He  also  sang  in  the  Missionary  Men's  Quartet 
and  the  Men's  Gospel  Chorus  and  played  tuba  in  the  church  band.  In  1945 
he  with  his  family  moved  to  Van  Nuys,  California.  His  favorite  hymn  was 
"Beaneath  the  Cross  of  Jesus"  and  Brahms&  Lullaby  also  touched  him  deeply, 
"If  God  will  thou  shalt  wake,  When  the  morning  doth  break".  He 
approached  his  grave  with  an  "unfaltering  trust,  as  one  who  wraps  the 
drapery  of  his  couch  about  him,  and  lies  down  to  pleasant  dreams." 
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3-1.  Phyllis  Reigh  Sprunger  -  born  June  29,  1921, 

*  Phyllis  was  an  expert  teacher  of  pre-school  children  for  a  time; 
also  was  the  organist  in  the  Fort  Wayne  Missionary  Church.  In  her 
childhood  she  filled  many  engagements  in  duet  work  with  her  cousin, 

Leon  on.  violin,  piano  and  vocally  at  churches,  schools,  and  Y.M.C.A. 
noonday  meetings,  also  clubs;  also  played  in  the  church  orchestra. 

She  attended  Indiana  University,  Wheaton  College,  and  U.C.L.A.  She 
is  teaching  piano. 

3-2.  Janice  Sprunger  Imbach  -  born  August  23,  1924;  married  May  1,  1948  to 

Albert  Dean  Imbach,  Jr.  who  was  born  April  28,1923. 

*  Bachelor's  Degree  from  U.C.L.A.  Teaching  Credential  from  San  Fernando 

Valley  State  College.  At  present,  she  is  working  on  her  Master's 

Degree  in  Guidance  at  San  Fernando  Valley  State  College.  English 

teacher  and  Counselor  at  William  Howard  Taft  High  School.  She  gave 
readings  when  very  young  at  programs  at  churches,  schools,  and  Y.M.C.A. 
noonday  meetings;  also  played  in  the  church  orchestra. 

4-1.  Patrick  John  -  born  February  19,  1949 

4-2.  Michael  Todd  -  born  October  2,  1951 

4-3.  Gregory  Scott  -  born  October  2,  1951 

2-12.  ALDO  ERVIN  -  born  December  l4,  1896;  married  August  17,  1918  to  Frieda  Ann  Gerig 

who  was  born  February  19,  1900. 

*  He  was  in  the  Navy  Band  from  1917  to  1919.  He  spent  l4  years  in 
chick  hatchery  work  and  l8  years  working  at  Wayne  Paper  Box  Company, 
from  which  he  retired  at  the  close  of  1961.  Frieda  worked  at  Didier 
Printing  Company  about  12  years  from  which  she  retired  in  1962. 

Presently  she  is  working  part-time  and  he  is  working  as  a  school 
crossing  guard.  He  has  played  the  violin  for  over  50  years  and  is 
still  playing  at  church  and  jail  services.  He  also  teaches  a  Sunday 
School  class  at  the  Fourth  Street  Wesleyan  Methodist  Church. 

3-1.  Doris  Eileen  Kennedy  -  born  October  3,  1926;  married  September  3,  1955  to 

Carol  Eugene  Kennedy  who  was  born  June  17,  1929* 

*  Carol  Eugene  is  employed  at  the  Crown  Cork  and  Seal  Company  and  has 
been  for  9  years.  Doris  graduated  from  Parkview  Memorial  Hospital 
School  of  Nursing  in  August  1955*  She  became  a  Registered  Nurse  in 
December  1955.  She  has  worked  at  the  Bethany  Brethren  Hospital, 

Chicago  since  1956.  Gene  served  in  the  Korean  War  for  2  years  sta¬ 
tioned  in  Korea. 

4-1.  Michael  Glenn  -  born  May  6,  i960. 

3-2.  Max  LaMar  -  born  August  l8,  1930;  married  October  8,  1955  to  Mary  Brccce 

who  was  born  March  3,  1934 

*  Max  is  a  letter  carrier  for  the  Fort  Wayne  Post  Office.  He  also  is 
a  member  of  the  Adams  Township  Volunteer  Fire  Department.  In  this 
organization  he  is  the  First  Lieutenant  and  the  Recording  Secretary. 

He  served  during  the  Korean  War  for  2  years  stationed  in  Greenland, 
Labrador,  and  in  Panama. 

4-1.  Steven  Paul  -  born  March  1,  195$ 

4-2.  Patricia  Ann  -  born  January  25,  1962 
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3-3-  Ruthann  -  born  March  11,  19^1 

*  She  graduated  from  Central  High  School  in  1959-  She  played  the 
piano  for  several  musical  groups  while  in  High  School,  She  worked 
at  the  Brotherhood  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company.  She  is  attending 
Marion  College,  Marion,  Indiana  studying  for  teaching  elementary 
education.  She  has  been  active  in  the  youth  program  at  the  Wesleyan 
Methodist  Church. 
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